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At my house December means a visit from Grandma and
Grandpa, the unveiling of the Chipmunks Christmas al-
bum, hot chocolate with marshmallows and my need to
hand make holiday cards. | hope that you and your chil-
dren find joy and cheer in the traditions you share at your
house.

At Providence Nursery School, one of our holiday tradi-
tions is "adopting" families in -need. For those PNS fami-
lies who wish to participate you can find more information
on page 6. A pnsall email will also be sent in the next few
weeks. You will be able to find a list of needed gifts for
each of the families on our Giving Tree that will be located
in the main hallway. | hope you take this opportunity to
help others and use it as a great example for our children
about how rewarding giving can be. If you have any ques-
tions, Kati Hesford will be coordinating this effort, and she
will be happy to provide answers about our holiday giving.

Another tradition of giving at PNS, the Holiday Shop, will
be December 3 and 4. This is a great chance for each child
to do some shopping on their own (well, with some help
from the friendly elf volunteers!) for mom, dad, brother,
sister, or maybe even their favorite pet! Pre-order forms
have already been sent home via pnsall but should you
have missed this email and wish to have your child partici-
pate please get in touch with either myself or Liz Claeys as
soon as possible.

This month the older classes will be taking a field trip to
Woodson High School for the Tiny Tots concert and the
grown-ups can enjoy the season with our annual PNS par-
entsi only holiday party. Jane Millward, the 3/4s teacher,
will host the evening on Thursday, December 17. Come
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fellow parents for a night of fun and
a lively ornament exchange . Thank you Jane for
hosting this event year after year!

Snow, ice and chilly weather also start to show up
in this month. As a reminder, PNS follows the
Fairfax County Public Schoolsd if they open, we
open, if they are closed or delayed, so are we.
Check the Fairfax County Website (ttp://www/
fcps.edu) or the local radio and TV stations for
updates. Our complete inclement weather policy
can be found below or in your PNS handbook.

And believe it or not,
students to register for the 2010-2011 school year!
Families whose child(ren) may register for next
year will find forms sent home with their children
at the end of the month. We are also holding an
Open House for prospective families on January
20 during normal school hours. This is a great time
to let friends, family or co -workers learn about
PNS and invite them to come see what you love
about the school. If you want to participate, Helen
Burvis, our Membership VP, needs volunteers to
help with this event.

Wow, each month has so much going on! It never
ceases to amaze me what an active school we are,
but equally amazing is the level of effort our par-
ents and teachers dedicate. A big thank you to eve-
ryone for making 2009 such a great year! Wishing
you and yours a wonderful holiday season!

fi Jennifer Lyon
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Spin art holiday shapes, tissue paper \
wreaths, and holiday cards are all signs of the
¢ season that youdll sece¢

dinner, just come vi s iedsaritable towakdrthe end & thamoath. a s
We 6| | be getting back Alsoduring the dagt wdeksrtha chidsen wile
jump, hop, run and learn all about our feet. be busy making holiday surprises for their
Wedll follow some mystpariemus .f odthgrsientgs fts
and see what we find. thWeg®dlll beadalbr. with §
S e u sThedFeot Book hard to keep a secret when

Shoes and socks provide
great venues for discussions
and activities with pairs and
matching, making this theme
one of my favorites.

youbre two, S¢§
will likely spill the beans.
That 6s okay.
minish their excitement

when you open the gifts to
see what theyft
especially for you.

Itdés bear week
the first week of December.
Please have your child bring Thanks for attending our

a stuffed animal to school on Monday, November conferences. | enjoyed talking
December 7th for CDO and Tuesday, with you all and learned a lot in the process.
December 8th in the 2s class for show and Hopefully, this is just the beginning of a

tel I . We bl | be st udy idialaguetihatave will cobntinue thiromghouitlece
so you can look forward to lots of bear year.

activities. We 61 | make our own bear caves
and help some polar bears float on ice in 611 be missing all o
the water table. We 6 Ithe break. 4 kppeg/au alohave a joyfule a r

hunt . We 6 |-énacttieastdry oh n d holiday!
the three bears.
fi Mrs. B

This old year is winding
down, but the excitement
of the holidays is revving
up as we prepare for fam-
ily and school celebra-
tions. We all get caught
up in the fun of parties, shopping, concerts
and giftgiving-and recei ving
plenty of fun here at school, too.

We have some special activities lined up for
this month. The annual Holiday Shop will
be open for business on December &. Eve-
ryone who signed up will have an opportu-
nity to do some secret shopping during our
Big Room time. Then
bread Houses on December 1&. Our bud-
ding\erchiteas can@dnstruct sweet dream
houses from a wide selection of sugary
building materials. Hopefully the houses
will make it home intact! On December 17,
Mrs. Millward is generously opening her
house for the annual PNS holiday party.
ko abpaiti diidfdley ewdr ¢
you can come and share the fun and good

food.
Of cour se, t hat c

I hope everyone has a wonderful holiday
mregaek fablolutofouspdaii &
you NEXT YEAR!

Our first week of the month will be all about
Gamesi running and jumping games, sing-
ing games, games to play on the floor or on a
tabl e. Then wedl |l t
people celebrate the holidays. Look for can-
dle, tree, star or dreidel projects. After that
itds Gingerbread Fun
for some cooking because it just smells so
good. And we canot
the Gingerbread Man. During the last week
of school this year(!) we will put the finish-
ing touches on some special surprises and
try to remember that giving often makes us
feel just as good as receiving.

d Miss Susan
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Can it be December already? day mood! Thanks to everyone who so will-
There is something special ingly volunteers to be drivers on our trips. We
about the holiday season that couldndt do such exciti
just puts a s mi enthusiastic help! We also will be making Gin-
could it be the excitement that gerbread Houses on the 18 as part of our terri-
| get to share with each of your  fic PNS Enrichment program. Yummy!

little ones? Stand by for lots of laughter, holiday

songs, and tons of wonderful creations! It Also please make sure that you have the annual
is a terrific time to be a preschooler!!! PNS Holiday Party on your calendar. It
will be Thursday, December 17-and it
Decemberdéds fun will begin at my house! Yeal!
the seasons of the year éa So look for your invi-
fit together. How is summer different tation and | hope to
from winteréand how do th see you there!
to go back on the trees in the spring?
There will be lots of thoughtful discussions going on For the Monday gang, our
at circletime! The week of December 7" will find us letters this month will be M

talking about our neighborhood and some of the peo- ~ (11/20), C(the 7"), and W

S5 —

ple who help make it a gr (theld). Thisgroupisreally enjoyingtheir ¢
on to learning about winter animals during the week | et t er fiwor k. 0 They es
of the 14th--polar bears, snowy owls, penguins, and l'istening to the ASilly
many mor e. There wil. b e each letter introduction. e n
adventureso! Our | ast we . . W,
have us discussing holiday traditions. The sights and ~Happy, happy hOl!C_layS and blessings to

the sounds of the season will be obvious to all who you and your families!

visit our class. What a month it will be!
fi Mrs. Millward

We will attend the Tiny Tots Concert at WT Woodson
High School on December 3rd. Itis such a great mu-
sical (and FUN) experience for the class and | look
forward to it every year! It really puts you in the holi-

m*****§ The month of December will We will close the month with
E % have us all full of excitement lots of holiday fun activities.
% as the holiday season ap-

% proaches. Our units of study | wish all the Provi-

% this month are the Changing dence families the most

% Seasons, Community Help- joyous of holidays.
¥ ers, Animals in Winter and

the December Holidays. & Ms. Judy
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On Wednesday December 24, we will be going on
a field trip to Woodson High School to hear the
Tiny Tots Concert. Some of my past students now
perform in this program.

Another very exciting day is Wednesday Decem-
ber 16" when we will be building Gingerbread
Houses. | am looking for some extra help on this
day, so if you can work us into your busy sched-
ule, I would greatly appreciate extra hands and
creativity in building these masterpieces.
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